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BEGYPTIAN PRESS CRITICISM OF
DULLES' FCREIGN POLICY STATEMENT

[Ebmment: The follcwing comprehensive sumnaries of four editor-
ials appearing in the 28 and 31 January 1953 issuee of “he Cairo ey
newspaper ez-Zaman on Secretary of State John Foster Dulles’' state-
ment on US forei POlicy made in late Januery typify Egyptian Ayabic
press rezeu:t:ion_.]gn L

Under the title, "Egypt Has Its Own Pclicy in the Cold War Between the US
and the USSR,” Edgar Jallad, publisher of az-Zaman, commented in the 28 Januery
1953 issue of that paper on Mr Dulies' staterent and reminded the reader that e
the coming year will witness arn intensification of the use of all political and
psychological methods in the cold VAT, as a result of Mr Dulles' policy of tak-
ing the initiative by adopting an aggressivgjrather than a defensive strategy
on all cold-war fronts. Jallad Aalso discussed the countermoves vhich the USSR
will likely undertake.

Jallaag, discuss ing Mr Dulles® vizws ithat the Middle East 15 one of the
important areas in the cold war, ssid that this nevs does not call for rejoin-
ing in the Middle East, wheres pecple are very much occupied with their various
economic, political, and sociological reforms, the accompliskrent cf which re-
quires an atmosphere of peace and tranquillity rather than confusion, an atmos-
phere free from pressure and psycholcgical va:fare, whether from Mossow or Wash-

ington.

The Egyptian pbeopie, Jallad went on to ﬂay, think as Egyptians; and nct as
Americans or Russians. Their government and their army and its commsnder have
set a high example for them through a nationslistic pregram, sound guidance; and
beneficial adviee. The people, who just resently demonstrated unprecedented
enthusiasm and loyalty to the army, its strictly Egyptian orientatinn, and 1ts
pure Egyptian nationalism sre not in need of any outside inspiration, whether
from Washington or from Moscow, Jallad said.
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Therefore, Jallad ecncluded, it iz necessary for the statesmen of both camps b
to respect Egypt and its hard-working and peace-loving people. These people, he :
sald, do not wish to see their country turned into a cold-war front between two
policies, neither of which concerns them.

Egypt, Jallad concluded, has its cwn policy, a rurely Egyptian policy, and
that is enough,

In the same issue of az-Zamen and under the “itle, "Doesn't Dulles Remember?",
Husayn Fahmi, in a strongly worded editorial, ridiculed Mr Dulles' statement that
the Communists are sowing the seeds of hatred amcng the Arabs against the West,
rarticularly Great Britain and the S,

Fahmi asserted that Dulles: speseh was sirfctly for heme consumption in that
he hesitated tc face reality and discover the basis couses of Arab hatred for
the West, He wondered vhether Mr Dulles is sufficiently up zo date on his re-
cent histery +o recall, among other things, the fsllowing:

2d in World War I as alifes of the West and fought
Islam,” cnly te be rewarded by British and French
S and bty the Balfcur Deslaration.

1. The Arabs particips
against their own "Caliph of
occupation of their counirie

+
v

2. The US was mainly responsible feor the 1oss of Palestine to the Zion-
ists because of its moral, military, esoncmic, ard fipancial support of the Jews;
President Truman recognized the State of Israel 7 minutes after it wasg proclaimed.
The US is also mainiy respensivle for the one miilion Failestine Arap refugees.

3. British troops are still stationed in Egypt, the Sudan, Jordsn, Irag,
and Libya, despite Arah support of the Allies during World War TI.

4. The US failed Sgypt at the UN when the Egyptian case was presented.

5. The US 1s at present the only

actor which Iz helping to maintain Brit-
ish and French imperialism ‘n the Arab Ezct

Ezzt and Norih Africa.

6. The reservoir or gocd will for the US wnich the late Prasident Roosevelt
had built among the Arabs was completely de+strecyed ty President Pouman.

Mr Fahmi emphasized that "usurping Britain, imperialistic France, and Zion-
ist, America” are to blame for this Arab feeling of hatred toward the West, a
hatred which was caused solely py the mistekes and wroagloings of the Big Three
in their dealings with the Arabe. Fahmi aleo sald that Dulles' utterance thaet
this situation is the result of Communist agitatisn among the Avabs is an unfort-
unate statement and that this sttvitude may lead to very tragic consequences all
over the wvorld.

In the 31 January 1953 issue cf az-7Zaman, an editorial entitled, "I Can't
Believe It," by Muhammad Il<ihami, eXpressed greet surprise at Mr Dulles’ state-
ment that the Communists are inciving the Middle EZast against the UK and the US
and that Tunisia and Morcece are parts of the French Union. Titihami said that
the peoples of the East do not nesd the Communists to ingpire their struggle for
independence and tresdom, and that M- Pulles i1gnored the eircumstances and simi-
larities between the fight for independence and freedem in the Middle East and
those of the American Revolutionary War, which was accompenied by hatred of the
British and their eventual ejecvion Ffrom the country. Titihami further stated
that Mr Dulles forgot to tell anything zbout the Revolutionary Wer leaders who
were responsible for starting that fight Tor independence.
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Iltihami added that, had Mr Dulles been in Cairo on 14 November 1952 and
on 23 January 1953, when one million united Fgyptians expressed as one heart
and soul their determination to fight imperialism, and that, had he heard other o
millions take .the [f.iberation 0rganizatiox_17 cath, he would not have made such [,
a statement. . i

The writer reminded those elements who depend on the big powers for the
achievement of freedom and independence that Mr Dulles' statement proves how
migtaken they are, and that the burden for achieving such aims rests on thelr
own shoulders and on completely independent action on the part of the nations
of the Middle East.

Another editorial, "The East Is Eternal,” appearing in the same issue of :
az-Zaman and written by al-Mu‘tasim as-Sa‘di, attacked Mr Dulles for his state- ;
ment and aseerted that US peoliecy ie merely the mouthpiece of the British For- :
eign Office. As-Sa'di contended that such utterances as those by Mr Dulles .
would not leave a single individual in the Arab East who would place any hope ;
on the US' standing for freedom and Justice, ard would put an end to the non-
sense prevalent in the East that freedom can be achieveé by bargaining on the
international auction market.

As-Sa'di also stated that such statements should be good lessons to the
Arsbs and a strcng shot in the arm for Muhammad Najib's regime in Egypt.

The greatness of the East, as-Sa‘'di concluded, is in its spirit, which,
despite all the trials and rigors of the past centuries, will always remain
strong and eternal. The US Secretary of State, he said, should advisc his
“cousins” Ehe Britisl_17 to learn from the East the spirit of brotherhood and
faithfulness.




